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Direct FPS to work closely with other federal

agencies in gathering and analyzing intel-
ligence.

Direct the FPS commissioner to provide as-
sistance, upon request, to other federal, state
and local law enforcement agencies.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Protective Service
Reform Act of 1999 is an urgently needed
piece of legislation that will allow this country
to better protect itself from a terrorist attack.
This legislation should be an integral part of
our counter-terrorism strategy. I urge all Mem-
bers to support this bill.
f
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to someone I have known for over
40 years—a man who has been an inspiration
to the many people he has taught and nur-
tured through the years. Brother George
Synan, who is celebrating his 70th anniversary
as a Christian Brother, has left an indelible
mark on the metropolitan Detroit community
and, in particular, DeLaSalle Collegiate High
School in Warren, Michigan, where he has
served as a teacher, coach, administrator, and
mentor. Although Brother George semi-retired
in 1974, he still taught occasionally at
DeLaSalle into the early 1990’s. Today, he re-
sides at the Christian Brothers retirement
home in Lincroft, New Jersey.

I first met Brother George when I was elev-
en years old. I used to play basketball at the
old DeLaSalle Collegiate which was across
the street from the Detroit City Airport. A few
years later, as a member of the Notre Dame
High School Basketball Team, I used to visit
Brother George when my school played
DeLaSalle Collegiate. In the last few years, I
have had the good fortune to see Brother
George occasionally when he returns to Michi-
gan.

Born in New York City in 1911 of Irish par-
ents, Brother George, who celebrates his 88th
birthday on April 5th, took his first vows as a
religious brother in 1929. A member of the
Class of 1932 from the Catholic University in
Washington, D.C., he was sent to DeLaSalle
in Detroit in 1936. Immediately, Brother
George was an innovator. He started an intra-
mural program that involved more than half of
the student body. Sunday open gym at
DeLaSalle attracted so many students that
commando basketball was invented, some-
thing like today’s team handball, with fifty play-
ers on a team. He even began a midget bas-
ketball program for boys weighing less than
105 pounds. He was assistant athletic director
and coached baseball, football and basketball
in his first assignment at DeLaSalle which
lasted for eight years.

In 1944, with first hand knowledge of the
operations of the Detroit Catholic League,
Brother George returned to New York City and
eventually became president of the New York
Catholic Schools Athletic Association. In time,
the New York league began to play its base-
ball playoffs at Ebbets Field and the Polo
Grounds and also started football playoffs. I
can’t say for sure who started the New York

Catholic League, but what they are today is
because of a Christian Brother from Detroit.
His nine years in New York were at Bishop
Loughlin High School where Brother George
began a track meet known as the Bishop
Loughlin Games, which to this day is the larg-
est indoor track meet in the United States.

In 1957, Brother George returned to
DeLaSalle Collegiate. He was sub-director of
the DeLaSalle Christian Brother’s community,
taught five classes, was vice principal and ath-
letic director until 1964 and then continued to
teach full time for the next ten years. He was
a member of the Catholic League’s Executive
Board for several terms during the 50’s and
60’s. It was in 1961 that Brother George be-
came moderator of the Christian Brother’s
Auxiliary, a post he held with great pride for
over thirty years. When St. Joseph High
School, the first Christian Brothers High
School in Detroit, closed its doors in 1964, he
became moderator of their Alumni Association,
a post he continues to hold to this day. Later,
he also became moderator of the St. Joe’s
Dad’s Club. He firmly believes that keeping
the memory of St. Joe’s alive at DeLaSalle
Collegiate, the school the St. Joe Alumni
founded, is very important.

It was in the early 1970’s when the teacher,
coach, and former administrator at DeLaSalle
saw the football field named after him.
Throughout the Catholic League, it was known
no longer as DeLaSalle Field, not even need-
ing a last name, it was simply and quickly ac-
cepted across the Catholic League as the
Brother George Field. He touched more lives
than just those individuals who came to play
or watch a game at the field. His interests
went way beyond athletics, and it was first and
foremost young people, both boys and girls,
and their futures.

He is known for a remarkable memory of
DeLaSalle and St. Joe Alumni, their families
and their lives. His rapport with alumni and
friends is itself legendary in the Christian
Brother schools. Countless families benefited
from regular visits to those in the hospital or
in need of comfort. Brother George never
drove a car and had to rely a great deal on
public transportation when the weather or dis-
tance prohibited walking. So regular were his
walking rounds throughout the Metropolitan
Detroit area, that he was constantly picked up
by alumni or friends, or even strangers who
recognized his familiar stature and walk.

People who work in the field of athletics and
education get great satisfaction from teaching
and coaching young men and women who
make their mark in society. They get an even
greater thrill when a young person they taught
or coached enters their profession. Brother
George can be proud to say he taught teach-
ers, coached coaches, and was an adminis-
trator of many administrators. Brother George
has left each of them a strong legacy to fol-
low.

For 70 years, Brother George Synan has
touched the lives of thousands of our citizens.
On behalf of each and every one of them, I
rise to publicly thank Brother George for living
a life of untiring and unselfish dedication to the
Christian principle of serving others. Well done
good and faithful servant!
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, every
year, more high school seniors from the 11th
Congressional District trade in varsity jackets
for Navy peacoats, Air Force flight suits, and
Army brass buckles than any other district in
the country. But this is nothing new—our area
has repeatedly sent an above-average propor-
tion of its sons and daughters to the Nation’s
military academies for decades.

This shouldn’t come as a surprise. The edu-
cational excellence of our area is well known
and has long been a magnet for families look-
ing for the best environment in which to raise
their children. Our graduates are skilled not
only in mathematics, science, and social stud-
ies, but also have solid backgrounds in sports,
debate teams, and other extracurricular activi-
ties. This diverse upbringing makes military
academy recruiters sit up and take note—in-
deed, many recruiters know our towns and
schools by name.

Since the 1830’s, Members of Congress
have enjoyed meeting, talking with, and nomi-
nating these superb young people to our mili-
tary academies. But how did this process
evolve?

In 1843, when West Point was the sole
academy, Congress ratified the nominating
process and became directly involved in the
makeup of our military’s leadership. This was
not an act of an imperial Congress bent on
controlling every aspect of the Government.
Rather, the procedure still used today was,
and is, one further check and balance in our
democracy. It was originally designed to weak-
en and divide political coloration in the officer
corps, provide geographical balance to our
armed services, and to make the officer corps
more resilient to unfettered nepotism that
handicapped European armies.

In 1854, Representative Gerrit Smith of New
York added a new component to the academy
nomination process—the academy review
board. This was the first time a Member of
Congress appointed prominent citizens from
his district to screen applicants and assist with
the serious duty of nominating candidates for
academy admission. Today, I am honored to
continue this wise tradition in my service to
the 11th Congressional District.

The Academy Review Board is composed of
nine local citizens who have shown exemplary
service to New Jersey, to their communities,
and to the continued excellence of education
in our area—many are veterans. Though from
diverse backgrounds and professions, they all
share a common dedication to seeing that the
best qualified and motivated graduates attend
our academies. And, as is true for most volun-
teer panels, their service goes largely unno-
ticed.

I would like to take a moment to recognize
these men and women and to thank them
publicly for participating in this important
panel. Being on this board requires hard work
and an objective mind. Members have the re-
sponsibility of interviewing upwards of 50 out-
standing high school seniors every year in the
academy review process.
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